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In 1955 Professor Robert J\tiertens published his important work on the 
herpeto logy of South \\ "est Africa thereby condensing all known informa­
tion about thi s area into a single volume which greatly facilitated further 
im·estigation. With the aid of this publication and other monographs , 

as FitzSimons' " The Snakes of Southern Africa" (1962) and Poyn­
ron's "The Amphibia of Southern Africa: a faunal study" (1964), it has 
been po ssible to add a number of new rec ords to the existing check list, 
thereby pr aYing that the vast expanses of South \Xfest Africa, \Vith its 
':ariety of biot opes, arc still not completel y exp lored from the biologic al 
poi nt of ,-ie-.,-. This paper adds another eleven species and forms, pre­
,-iously only koo\\'nfro m neighbourin g territories, to the already impre s­

iist of specie s and subspecies. A number of these forms wer e obtained 
in the border ::ne clS whic h had hithert o been rather poorly collected. 

T hese finds, in some instances, prm· ide further proo f that the per ennial 
bor der ri-;-ers, the Ounge, Kunene and Okavango, are not import ant as 
zo(Jgeograp hic b:mier5. In the case of Amphibia, the y are actuall y distri­
buti on routes for_ species relying on permanent water. 

, 

LIST OF NE\"X' RECO RDS 
Famil v : RAN IDAE 

RANINAE 

1. P_yxicej;/w!us tuberrulosus (Boulenger ) 
Pyxiceph alus rugo sus Ctint hcr, 1864. Proc. zoo!. Soc. L ond. 1864 :479, p l. 33, ftg . 1. 
T\·pc locJl in· : Pun g<> .-\n do ngn , .Angola. -
R ana cub crcu los a Bn t; k nt!cr, 1882. Cat. Batr. Sa l. Brit. .\ Ius.: 30. 
Py xiccp h r. lu s tu bc rcu losus, P cl\' ll to u, 1964. A1111 . }Vat a! .\!r!.f. 17:100 , f1g . 51, map -z-g-
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.;\LnERL\L : , One specimen, T .M . 38846, Otji jang asemo, Ka okov eld, 
27.IY .J97 0, G. Pretnriu s. 

Thi s is a juYenile specimen wi th a snout jvem length of 22 mm w hich 
was cullected at night in the of a hot sprin g . It is distin guisha ble 

l:n· more cont rasty markin gs , less developed webb ing the roes 
a;}d ]or:gcr from . P. delak/1{/i '"')p !otiJ (.Sou k n;,;er ) 

of similar size which had b::en collected at the same lo cality. · 
R.\NGE: .\pparently confined to upl and sava nnah of Angola, r..;:atanga, 

Zambia, T anza nia, Rho desia and north -western South Afric a. 

2. PO,cJwdena subpunctata (Boc ag e) 
Rana Bocage, 1866. }. Sci. L iJbua 1 :73. 
T y!Jc local in· : Duqu e de Braganc;a, An go b. 
Ptychad ena subpunctata, Poy nwn , 1964. Ann . . V at a! !ili.•.r. 17 : 127, fi g. 66, n:a p 
40. . 

.:\L\ T"EIU.\L: Two spec imens, T .J\ 1. 38423 and 38425, Popa Rapid s, O ka­
Ynngo Ri,·er , l3 .IV.1970, \Y/. D . H aack e. 

The se specimen s wer e collected durin g the day whi le the y \Yere sit ti ng 

in floodd >!rass at the edge of tbe river. There are no obvio us di,'ferences 
bet\\ ·een specim ens and others fro m further dO\vnstre am in the 

OkaYan gn system. 
R.\ NGE: PrcTio usly recorded from northern Cap ·iyi ;-;rea, 

Zambia, Kat anga; An gola. 

Subfamily: PHRY:'(OH.-\TP.:\C -JI:\:AE 

3. Cacostrmum namaquense \'Verner 
Cacoster nu m namaquense \\ 'crn cr, 1910, D mk .cd>r. 1/icrl. llaillnri..-.c. C e.c . .fc! !rl 

J 6 :294, i1 (..!S. 1, 2. 
T,·pc l0calitc J(am aggas an d Gem sbok nr. Steinkopf, N amaqu abnd D i,r., C:ape 
Pr().Yi nc.:: . 
Poynron, 1964. A nn. tal 1\fw. 17 :1 50, fig . 82, map 52. 

:\L'>:TERI:\L : Teo specimens , T. 1VL 35352 - 35361, Farm :\!:1mu sk luft , 
i'\o . 88 Li.;deri tz Di strict, 20.IX.1968 , \'C D. 1-hacke. 

This series of adu lt and suba dult fro gs wa s wllccted duri ng rhe cby 
in a reserH >ir and drinking trough ab out 10 km of the R,,s:1 Pinah 

It appeared that they were un able tu leaYe the se structure s because 
nf the-lrw: w ater level in them. Individu :1b in tb> popu lation app e.n tu be 

of grealcr aYerage size than those in sout hern pnpuhti ons, :ts the 
mum rec; >rded sr:.out /ve nt length for tbc specie s, 23.5 mrn (P• ,,·nrnn, 

196-4-: 151\ is ourpa ssed bv eight of th e ten. Th e brgcs t specime n, T. .\ l. 

:Xi3GU, a snout ;vent.len g th of 30.5 rnm . The dorsal colrmr of the 

prcscned ,:pecimen s is a faintl y m cmled dark bmwn . Jsob ted irr eg ular 
white speck s occ ur on a few specim ens w hile the ash y-\Yhite trian gle o n 
rhe fc,rehcacl, as mentioned by Poynton (op. cir.), is discernible in unly 

th ree of th e spe cimens . The bell y is marked with lar ge, irr eg ular spo ts. 

.\! thou gh the throat is usually mark ed with small spot s the y :1re wnflue nt 
in a fe\\· spec:imens, giYing the th roat a uniform ly dark colour. 
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C. namaq11mse differs from C. (Boulenger), th e C< 1mmon specie s 
occ urrin g in South Africa, by it s metatarsal tub ercle being shorter 

than the first phalan x of the inner toe, slightl y larger size :tnd h rger 
spo ts on the bdrh·. · 

R ANGE: Previ ousl y known from Little Namaqualand, as f:u- snmh as 

Calvinia, Cape f'rn vir:1ce. 

Subfamily: HYPEROLINAE 

4. H)!jJerolius nasutus Gun'rher . 
Hyperolius nasutus Gunther , 1864 . Proc. z oo!. Soc. Lond. 1864:4 82, p l. 33, fig . 3. 
T ype localit\·: Duqu e de Brag:anc;a, -Angola. 
Poym on, 1964. An11 . . V ata/ JJI/S. 17 :192, fig. 113, map 72. 

MATERIAL: One spec imen; T.M. 38519, K atwi twi on Okavango Ri ,·er, 
17.IV.1970, G . Pretorius . ;. 

This juvenile specime n, with a snout /vent len gth of 14 mm, was found 
durin g the day amo ngst reed s on t he b ank of the river. The basic colour 

was pale green \.Vith a pair of silvery-white dorso later al stripe s. 
RANGE: Nata l lowland s, Mozambique, Rhodesia, thr ough north ern 

Bot swa na and South \'X'est Afr ica to Angola and the northe rn sava nnah 
regions. 

Family: G ECKONIDAE 

5. Plz_yllodactylus lineatus. rupicolus FitzSimons 
P hy llodactylu s lin eat us rupicolus Fit zSim ons, 1938. Ann. Trans JJ . f\.l11.r. 19 :162. 
Type localit y : Between Springbok and O 'ok iep, Namaqualand Dist., Cape Prov ince. 

MATERIAL: Three speci mens; T.M . 35398 - 35400, McMillan's Pas s, 

about 16 km NE of Rosh Pin ah Mine, Luderitz Distr ict, 21.IX.1968, 
W . D . Haack e. 

The se specimen s were collected in cracks of bould ers whic h were also 

< >ccupied by the diurna l geck o .lVamdm ia Jestiva Methuen & Hewitt wh ich 
is of simil ar size. They difrer from the t\VO P. !. limatttJ (Gray) (T .M. 27717, 
27718) from 20 km E of Oranjemund (Haacke, 1965:1 0) by the more 
rlattened head and body, the small supra-nasals, w hich are widel y sepa ­

rate d by two or three gra nul es (inste ad of one or two) and a mental which 

is as broad as long instead of bein g br oader than long . 
RANGE: We stern Cape Province from the \Y/ittebergen th ro ugh Little 

Nama qualand acro ss the Orange Ri ver int o southern South \'(lest Africa. 

6. L_)!godact:)'lus chobiensis FitzSimons 
Lygodact ylus picturatus chobiensis Fit ?:Simons, 1932. A nn. Trmm . ,)1u.r. 15: 35. 
T ype locali ty: K abu labula on Chobe Ri ver, N. Borswana. 
Lygodactylu s chobi ensis, Pasteur, 1964. Trav. Ins/. scient . cbr!rif., si r. Zoo/. 29 :79. 

:MATERIAL: Three male spec imen s, T. :M. 38427-9, Andara on Okavango 
RiYer, 13.1\'.1970, W . D . Haacke and H . D . Brow n . 

The se specime n s we re wllecte d at midd ay. \vhile they were fo raging on 
the trunk of a Boab:!b tree, whi ch was also occupied by L. c. capeliSiJ· 
(Smith ). They \Vere compared with the type and no notew orthy differen ­

ces were observed. T. M . 38427 is 82.9 (39. 5 + 43. 4) mm long. 
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R:-\:'(GE: Extending along the Zambesi Valle y and its tribut aries from 

.\I oz ambi que throu gh Rhodesia and Zambia into northern BotS\\·a na an d 

Soutl) \'?est Africa, eastern Angola and parts of the Congo. 

7. Pac/n;datl)'lus caraodicus FitzSim ons 
Pach ; dacr) ·lns caraculicus FitzSimons , 1959. Allll. Trall .iJJ. Jftu. 23 :4 (1 - . 

Type lcxal iry: Caracu l, S.\\ ·. Ang ola . 

).L-\ TERI.-\L: T\veh·e specimens, T..\'1. 22585-6, Swartb oo is Drift: o n 

Kunene Ri,·er, Kaokoveld, Jul y 1951, C. Koch; T.\'L 32848, 32863, 

Onjamu Kaokoveld, 12.:XJ.1963, B. Yan Zl·l; T . .\'1. 34646. Em·and i 
on r-,::unene River, Kaokoveld, 17.1\'.1966, \xi. G. J-1. C:nau >n; 

38682-7, Swa rtb oois Drift on Kunene Ri ,,-er, KankCJYeld, 23 and 

24.I\' .1970 , W. D. H aacke; T. i\I. 38971, Sani t:J.tas , K :wk oveld, 

30.1\'.1970, \\-' . D. Haacke. 

f-iYe ·of the specimens are juveni les which were collected bet ween 

.April aad June . Of.these T.M. 22585 and 22586 are in a very pon r state of 

pre sen·ari nn, without tails, but their colnur pattern is still d iscernible. 

T..\I. 386 85 and 38686 originate from the same batch of eggs. T he fo rmer 

wa s rem oYed fully deYeloped from a broken eg g and measure s 3(l (15 . 0 

-+- 15. 0) mm in len g th, wlule the latter, \Yhich hatched a fe\Y weeks late r 

during the nuddle of May, measure s 28.3 (15.5 --;- 12.8 ) mm. The 

specimen from Enyandi is also very young and is 34. 5 (16. 5 - 18 . 0) mm 

long. Adult fema les collected at Swartbnois D rift on w.=re 

gra\·id. T h e markings of the junnil es consist of five iYnry-\Yhi rc, dark 

edged , tr;ms,-erse bars and a reddi sh-bro\\·n back g round . T he u il is p l le 

veJlm,- wirh narro w, brm-_·n cross-bar s which are less than the '-'; idth 

nf the lig ht: interspaces. The ventrum of body and tail is unm :-trked \\·h ire. 

In adults the transverse white band s are le:8 well defined and m :-t 1· b\."cnme 

dusred \Yith fine dark specks. The ma rking s on rhe tail cha;1,\2:C with 

maturity and adults have white tran s\'e rse bars \\'h ich are tlun h:tlt 
the width of the bro wn cross-bars. The under side (If the tail alsn becomes 

dar k \\' ith age . 

The markings of specime n s from the Onjamu mountain s ancl S:10itatas, 

the most sou therl y records, differ fr om more n()rthern popul ari nns as 

fo liO\\'S : Onh the neck band is di sti nct \\·hile the otller trans\ ·er>c band ' 

are broken int o ser ies of white sp<>ts which occur in m ; >:·e u r 

co ntinuou s rnws or are completely scatte red . 
R . Sout h-w estern Angola, extending int< I the nr >rihc;:n J( .lr >k< >Yelcl. 

8. Rhoptropti!Cl oceflata (Boulen ge r) 
1885 . . c111.!. .\'a /. HiJl. (5; 16 :-!74. 

1 ypc local <t l· : Cape T< >Wn , 1ncorr cc r. 

Rhoptrop e lla ocellara, Hewitt , 1937. Ann . . \'fo'lal 8 :2(HJ, p.l. 12. 1 - 7. 

.\LnJ: .RJ.-\.L: ; \. sin>.;le specime n, T.:\1. 35--+35, Farm \\ .ltplit z SLi d, :\o. 3l 

Lt:.ideritz District, 21T\..1968, W. D. Haacke. 

T his su badult m ale with a snout \ ·em leng th \)f 26. 2 · mm, a cbmaged 

wi l, eight upixr and seYen lower labi als on either side, :1nd 30 preana l 

·.: .. 
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pores, agrees with the general description given b, · Fir z:--;im. 1ns ( i 943) . 

This specimen was collected on the thick stem of a CJ p_!,;,.ri.I!JIIirl pLint 

growing on the wes tern slope of a rock y mountain. 
R.-\:'(GE: From northern Little Namaqualand thro ugh t he-

into the extreme sDuth -west ern co rner of Snutb \X.esr :-\fric:l. 

Family: LACER TIDAE 

9. Ichnotropis gmndicejJs Broadle y 
Ichnotropis grandiceps Br0adl ey, 1967. Arno!dia 3(24) :1. 
Type loca lity : 40 km \X. of Botswana. 

:.\LnERH .L: Four specimens, T.:\I. 30822, Ndobe, 15 km l\' of .\.h a \Its. , 

Borswa na-S .W.A. border, 12.IV.1965; T.M. 38309 and 38310, Farm Den 

Valente, No. 1026 Gro o tfontein Di strict, T.:\1. --::18404 , 

CapriY i Strip-B otswa na border, 16 km E of 21 c E corner beac on, 

11.IV.1970; all speci men s collected by the author. 

H/B T. length Upp er Body 

length labi als scale s 

sub occ. 

T.M. 30822 52 99.5 4 + 5 45 
T.i\I. 38309 64.8 - 4 + 5 46 

T.;'-,I. 38310 59.9 120 5 ....L. 5. 44 

T.i\I. 38404 38.2 - 5 ....L. 5 46 

The first specimen was collected on hard lim y soil in Combretum ­

Acac ia bush veld while the others were collected in ope n woodland on 

white sand . At Farm Deo Vo ler:te thi s species occurs sympatrically witb 

/ c/li!Ofropis sq11cmmlo.ra Peter s, !clmolropi.r r. rapen.ris (Smith), .Eremias INg11/Jri.r 
(Smith) and G'c;-rhosa!ti'IIJ 11. 11Zf!.I'Oii;;eatm J-bllov.ell. The col ourati o n is 

similar to Bro ad ley's description but the dor so later al ba:1d is either abs ent 

or onh · faintl y noticeable. . 

RA,GE : N orth-western Nga mil and, Botswana, and n orth-eastern South 

\\ .est A.frica. 

Family: COLl ' BRIDAE 

Subfamil)·: Cou:nRI:K'AE 

10 . f:_rcophidion he!Lmichi Laurent 
Lycophidion hellmichi Laurcnr , 1964. Pu!;i. mit . Co. Diam. Ali.._!',0/;7 67:95 , iif!. 29 . 
T \·pc localit y : Kap olopopo, M o<;amcdes dcsen , S.\\·. Angola. 
i. ;w rcllf, 1%8. Bn/1. J[; '.r. comp. Z.7ol . H /t.t':·. 136 :467. 

i\Ln ERHL: Three specime ns , U..P.I. 5955 , Karibib, don . h\- \JC. Rose, 

1963 ; 'L\1. 32594, Okahandja, co li. b,· H. Bachran, don . .\( arch 1966; 

T.0.f. 3381 9, U is Tin l\[in e, Om aruru d ist., don. R. B. Copley, De cember 

1967 . 

\'\' hen de scribing th is spec ies Laurent mentioned a speci men from 

O ka handja \vi th 197 Yentrals listed by J\fertens (1955 :92) as 

belo ngi ng to thi s speCies. In his re-examin ation of the genus, 
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(1968 :467) repeat s this assumpt io n which ind icates that he still had no 

confirmed records for £his country. Tw o specimens in the collection of 

the Trans-vaa l Museum and one in the l 'mtali :\'fuseum , Rhode sic: , differ 

from .normal L. ca,tJfltse (Smith ) and appear to belong to this spec ies. Of 

these T. I'vf. ·32594 was also collected b1· the same collector at the same 

loca lity as 'Mertens' prnhlematic Thi s lends confirmati (,n to 

Lm1ent's assumptio n that hellmicbi does indeed occur there. 

U.M. 5955 <jl, 207V, anal entire, 33 -t-32--;-1 Sc, 17 midbody wws, len gth 

440 (400-t-40) mm; T.:N1.32.J94 :) , 196\', ana l entire , Sc, 17 

midb ody rows, length 325 (284 -j-41 ) mm; T.:.\1. 33819 c;', 206 \", anal entire, 

31 - 32+ 1 Sc, 17 midbody rows, length 205 (186 + 19) mm. 

These specimens are not as clearly strip ed as the types. The marki ngs 

nf the m ale are reddi sh- brown· on an off-white backgrou nd an d are as 

fo llows: Hea d pale brownish, body fi nely speck led and dusted wit h bro wn 

concentrate d along the edges of scale s gi,·i ng a speck led effect. Anterior 

quart er of b ody slightly darker than remainder. Ver tebraL row of scales of 

p os terior .two- thirds of body nearly unm arked forming a fine pa le median 

line. A pai red row of spo ts occurs o n either side o f this line formin g shor t , 

irr egular, poorly-defined tran sverse bar s across the neck . Sides of body 

pale brown without m arki n gs, Yentr als dark with p ale rear edge and 

subc au dal s uniform ly dark. 

Tbe markings of the females are quite simil ar , except that in the 

1--:.ar ibib spec imen the dorsum of the anterior quarter of the b ody is more 

o r less uniformly brown . Othe rwi se the g;eneral pat tern is as follow s: 

A bro ad , dusty, bro wni sh band run s from the snout to the tip of the tail; 

d ,1rk brown spots, u sua lly no t larger than a single scale , occ ur along thi s 

b <i.nd an d may appear in pairs or form zig-zag patterns o r ill-dennecl 

tr an sYerse bars. The underside of the lower jaw is unmarked whi le th e 

ante ro-cent ral part of each Yentr al scale is purplish-bro \\'n with white 

sides and posterior edg e, a pattern whi ch beco me s less \\-ell-defin ed on the 

subcaudals where some sca les may e\ ·en be unmarked. 

R A;;GE : South-we stern Ang ola and north-western Snuth \'fest i\Jrica. 

Sub fami k: B OIGI:\':\E 

1 1. Calamelaps unicolor miol,,pis G Linther 
miolcpi s G un ther, 1886 .. 11111 . .\fa,g. 11at. Hi,'f. (6) 1 :323. 

Type locality: Cape 'i\'lac Lear, '. fala w.i. 
Cala melaps unicolor miolepis , de \\'.inc & Laurent , 1947 . • i! iJII . . \fm . r . l-li .rt. 
nat. Be/g. (2) 29 :'31. 

One specime n , T.M . 361})7, OtaYi , don . by F G:1erdes, 

21.lii . l969 . 

As Dr D. G. Bro ad ley is re,-isin g thi' at present, thi s spec 1men 

is no t di scussed in det ail. 

From south-western Tanzania so uth wards to and thr oueh 
n orthern Bots\J,.-an a into north-eastern Suu th \Ve st ,-\fric a·. ,_, 

, , i it!J , 1\l l .'"- ! . i. \\ _ i') _l 

After rbc m?,nus cr ipt of t!iis paper had go ne to print, anmh cr 11 C\\' 

cies recor d came to lig ht ' '-·hen so me liz:uds \\'er e diln :Hctl 1.< > rhc 

TransYaa l :\hsc um. 
Lum h': 

12. J:rpi:iosalii'l!J _geriep('IJJi.< LtzS im ons 

T yphl osau:us g ><depe nsi s Fi•zS imons, 1941. "'11111. l'raa..-1!. J l w. 20: 276, 1igs 1-3. 
T ype locr tl it,·: C3;:::c Prm·incc. 

MATERL\L: One spe cimen, T. .CvL 39117 , Fa rm Blu esky (NF nf ;\red -'), 
:-<o. 247 Keetmanshu r.p Di <u;ct, · 2.I X .1970, collector unknown . 

Apa rt from the absence nf the supnKiliary scale on b nth sides th e 

;,cabti on and markin gs CUrreS]JO:'.d well with the dco.Ctipti on g iYe!l by 

(l 943 :266). HB leng th · 111 mm, t:lil leng th = 18 mm . 

RA:\'CE : K alal uri dunes of the :-..Jonhcrn Cape Prov ince ::-.nd Sou th -

Cilstere South \'\ 'es t Afri ca. "' 

Tlle is in debted to :\lr B. de Ia Bat, Di recto r, Depa rtmem uf 

Conserya tion and T ourism, for permi ssio n to collect in South 

\T e:st ALica. Sin cere tha nks are du e to Dr H. D. Bro\.vn, Plant Pro tection 

Re search Institute , Preto ria, for invitati ons to acc ompan y him un trips 

whicn, apart from yield ing m os t of these new rec ords, resu lted in th e cr ;J­

lection of hundreds of specimens . The author is grateful to D1; J. C. 

Poyn ton \vho identified or confirmed the iden tification · of the fro gs; to 

the vario us collector s ,,·ho kind ly contributed tb e specin:1erls ment iune d 

noel to Dr D. G . Bro adle1·, l._'mt::.li Mu seum, for the loi!n of mfitcri;d . 

Tilanl:s are also cl ue to H . T ied t an d the au tho r' s \.vife for their help 
wit h the mam·.script. · 
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